
Before the Board of krbg Adjustment, D C, 

PUBLIC HEARIIfG--Jhne 16, 1965 

Appeal #8233 Nancy Be Reuter, appellant. 

The Zoning M n i s t  rs t o r  Diratrict of Columbia, appellee, 

On motion duly made, seconded and unaninwsly carr ied the following w e r  
was entered on June 22, 1965: 

That the appeal t o  change a nonconforming use from a hand weaving 
studio and r e t a i l  sales  t o  a ready t o  wear apparel shop at 1263 - 35th Street,  
NOW,, l o t  845, square 1221, be conditionally granted. 

A s  the  resul t  of an inspection of the property by the Board, and fmm the  
records and the evidence adduced a t  the hearing, the Board finds t h e  following facts:  

(1) Appellant 1s l o t  has a frontage of 23 .SO fee t  on 35th Street  and a depth 
of 49 fee t  t o  a public a l l e y  in the rear. The l o t  contains an area of ll52 square 
feet. The property is improved with a two-story building designed f o r  commercial 
use and with the first f loor  h a m  been used u n t i l  recently as a hand weaving 
studio, 

(2) An inspection of t h i s  and surrounding pmpertiea indicates nonconforning 
uses across N Stree t  and a t  the northwest corner o f 3 5 t h  and NStreet.  Directly 
opposite across 35th St ree t  i s  the  old Hospital building, 

(3) There was objection t o  the  granting of t h i s  a p e a l  registered at the 
public hearing. The awner of I259 - 35th St ree t  is in favor of the  granting of 
t h i s  appeal. The contention of t h e  ob,jectors was the  change of use would be a 
dawn-grading from the  h.ad weaving s tdio with r e t a i l  sales; tha t  when a noncon- 
forming use has been changed t o  a conforming or more r e s t r i c t ive  use, it cannot be 
changed back t o  a nonconforming o r  l e s s  r e s t r i c t ive  use; tha t  the  shop w i l l  
draw t r a f f i c  and people from outside t.ie area and that t h i s  new use w i l l  lower 
the resident ial  value of t h e i r  homes. 

From and inspection of the  pro,prty by the Board, and from the  records and 
the evidence adduced a t  the hearing, the Bmrd found tha t  three corners of t h i s  
intersection have nonconforming uses and the old Hoapital building on the other 
corner, which, in our opinion c r e a b e  what appears t o  be a local shopping area, 
We are further  of the opinion tha t  the  location of t h i s  particular building is  
such a s  not t o  be objectionable t o  the  neighborhood and t o  not affect  adversely 
the present character or future development of the neighborhood in accordance with 
these regulations ard the  Comprehensive Plan for  the Distr ic t  of Columbia. The 
Board also finds tha t  the prevlous use a s  w e l l  a s  the  proposed use are  i n  the sxne 
commercial class, and tha t th i s  aoe as  w e l l  as  the  previous use were not altogether 
neighborhood f a c i l i t i e s ,  but could d r a w  customers from other than the local  
c-dty, 



I n  conclusion the Board is of the opinion that  the new use will not create 
the conditions complained of such a s  increased t r a f f i c ,  increased number of 
persons coming t o  the  shop, nor in our opinion will it downgrade the neighborhood 
or  lower the value of t h e i r  hams. 

I n  view of the above it is our opinion tha t  this exception will be in 
harmony with the general purpose and intent  of the  zoning regulations and maps 
and will not tend t o  affect  adversely the use of neighboring property i n  accordance 
with said zoning regulations and maps. 

This Order shall be subject t o  the following condition: 

(a) No neon or  gas tube displays shall be located on the outside of 
the building, nor shall anp such displays, if placed inside the  
building, be v i s ib le  from the outside of the  structure. 


